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How Jill and Michael Got Together

There’s a sentiment shared by poets, songwriters, dramatists and

other creative people that the earth moves for the two people whose

hearts are pierced by Love’s arrow. Having an earthquake in Jill’s

home town a little over one
month after the engagement

(January of this year) was some
expression of reality to this vivid

metaphor of love!Actually, to digress a bit,
before we describe how a

friendship turned to love, we’d
like to tell you that earthquakes

have been a shared experience for the Rubens and the Francos even

before Jill and Michael were an item. You see, in L.A., on February

9, 1971, at 6:02 a.m., Jody and Ramon were literally thrown out of

bed. At two and a half years old, Jill and Michael, both in L.A., had

a lot to say about the shaking they were experiencing. Talk about

coincidences! If Jill and Michael had played together in

Palms Park in West L.A.where Jody and Ramonlived during residency, or if
they had been in the same play

group, who knows how long this
newsletter would be?

How and When They Met
This is where the East meets West part comes in. During his junior

and senior years at Penn, Michael roomed with L.A.’s own Doug

Chu.  Friends since freshman year, these guys moved into their own

abode (or rat trap, to put it less poetically) some two years later.

Another one of Doug’s very close friends—this one from Beverly Hills

High School days—was none other than Jill Ruben, who visited

good friend Doug while he was at Penn.  Michael definitely was

interested; Jill definitely thought Michael had possibilities.  But, 

alas, L.A. and Philadelphia were light years apart.  No chance 

of anything coming of this connection!

Jill graduated from USC a die-hard Trojan fan.  Michael 

graduated from Wharton still a die-hard Tar Heel fan.  Jill went on

to USC law school and Michael moved to New York to work for

Morgan-Stanley.  During this time, Michael would frequently ask

Doug how Jill Ruben was, and Jill, in turn, would ask Doug how

Michael Franco was.  Doug was slowly, but surely, beginning to

earn his wings as a matchmaker.
Beginning in early 1993 Michael had to be in L.A. on business

for several days over the next several months.  Naturally, upon

arrival, Michael called Doug, who encouraged his former roommate

to give Jill Ruben a call.  Michael resisted because of the East Meets

West scenario, i.e., “I’m in New York and she’s in L.A....she’s a

great girl, but there’s no reason to even start anything.” Doug really

persuaded, really cajoled, really convinced Michael to do some-

thing his roommate probably wanted to do anyway...call Jill Ruben.

“After all,” Michael ultimately thought, “what could come from a

phone call or even a quick in-person re-connection?”  
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With a touch of elegance, a stroke of creativity and always with
sophistication, Written Occasions™ captures your celebrations
in writing and transforms your memories into mementos that
last a lifetime. 

Nuptial Notes™, Written Occasions’ premier newsletter for
weddings, lovingly tells the story of your wedding now and for
years to come. From highlighting the courtship, to introducing
the bridal party, to providing the schedule of events and 
pertinent travel information and so much more, Nuptial Notes
is both entertaining and informative. And above all…Nuptial
Notes is YOUR story.

Features:

✦ High quality, personalized 4-color newsletter

✦ Professional writing and graphic design

✦ Variety of designs and lengths available

✦ Totally customized newsletter - additional fee

Benefits:

✦ Nuptial Notes is effortless for you - Because Written
Occasions focuses on the reporting, writing, design 
and production, you can focus completely on planning
your wedding

✦ The bride, groom, family and friends enjoy an 
entertaining, creative, permanent and personalized
memento of the celebration     

✦ Guests feel more involved in and excited about the 
wedding events as they have the opportunity to 
become better acquainted with the bride, groom 
and bridal party 

✦ Guests (both in-town and out-of-town) can make their
plans more smoothly as they have the schedule of events
as well as other pertinent travel information 

Written Occasions looks forward to capturing your celebrations
in writing. For more information, please contact Rachel Franco
at 617-725-1991 or 617-501-7751. Or visit
www.writtenoccasions.com.


